Sprin

for Calefax

ghead

Reed Quintet

Ian Stephens

Springhead began life as the second movement of the string quartet Springhead Echoes (2017). The original piece was commissioned in
memory of Rosalind Richards née Gardiner (1938-2016) by her daughters. It is a companion piece to my Clarinet Quintet, which
commemorated their father Brian Richards (1934-2003). The two pieces are linked by references to Brahms' Violin Sonata No.1 in G major,
a favourite piece of Rosalind’s. Springhead was the house in Fontmell Magna, Dorset, England, in which Rosalind was born, and with which
she was linked for her entire life. Springhead Echoes was first performed by the Fitzwilliam String Quartet in London in November 2018.
In 2020 I arranged the second movement for the Calefax Composition Competition. I am thrilled by the rich sound-world of the
reed quintet and I'm delighted that this music, conceived for strings, is given new and vivid life in its reed quintet form.

Springhead takes about 4'30” to perform.
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